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SUMMARY

A COMPARISON OF THE PHYLOSOPHY OF SCIENCE EDUCATION
BETWEEN THE SCIENCE TEACHERS IN JAPAN AND NEW ZEALAND
- With special emphasis on Constructivist view -

Hyogo University
Shinji Matsumoto

Nagaizumikita Junior High School
Takanobu Kano

The purpose of this study was to compare the science education between Japan and New
Zealand in Primary and Secondary school level. In New Zealand, the series of the Science
Curriculum improvement started from the Primary Science Syllabus (1985) was based on the
constructivist viewpoint.

The authors tried on the spot investigation in New Zealand and surveyed science teachers
about their teaching practice and curriculum with the constructivist view.

The result of the analysis was as follows:

Constructivist view of science was popular amang the science teachers in New Zealand. They
had tendency to rather stress the processes of making sense of children's scientific world for their
own learnning than stress thoretical knowledge. While, the seventeenth century Baconian view of
science was popular in Japanese science teachers. They tend to see science as a form of enquiry
which relies on controlled observation of nature, experimentation and induction of general laws.
And they have tendency to teach scientific method as universal validity and scientific knowledge

as eternal truth at school.



