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Remarks on the interaction between linguistic and cognitive ability:
evidence from Japanese
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The aim of this paper is to give some linguistic evidences for the hypothesis that the linguistic ability is linked with more

general cognitive abilities common to the perceptual psychology or the ecological psychology, in contrast with the Chomskian

idea that the linguistic ability is independent of the other cognitive abilities. The sections 1 and 2 are devoted to the figure-

ground reversal, and then the sections 3 and 4 concern the factor of similarity and the theory of affordance, respectively.

Throughout the discussion in the text it is maintained, not simply that some linguistic phenomena may be considered as

reflecting the psychological principles, but more positively that they cannot be explained theoretically without invoking the

psychological principles.
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