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Phrenology’s Reception in the Meiji and Taisho Eras:
The Distribution of Phrenology in Modern Japan (2)

[

HIRANO Ryo

The aim of this study is to outline the history of phrenology in early modern Japan based on extant historical materials. In the

Meiji and Taisho eras, there were mainly two types of reception of phrenology: people either unknowingly accepted phrenological

knowledge, techniques, and concepts related to phrenology, or they recognized phrenology and accepted it for itself. This is the second

of two papers treating the latter phenomenon. There were many overlapping fields influenced by phrenology in Japan, such as natural

science, the social sciences, humanities, and popular culture. This paper will give an overview of how phrenology was absorbed by

these varied fields.
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